
SEX SCANDALThe first thing that strikes you upon 
meeting Elizabeth Oldham is how cute 
she is. Mid-thirties, medium height, 
blonde hair, fresh face, and a slender 
build – not what you would normally 
imagine a tough prosecuting attorney 
to look like – at least not outside the 
set of Law & Order. Upon speaking, 
Elizabeth further surprises you with a 
soft, gentle and girlish voice. Only her 
glasses and short, no-nonsense hairstyle 
provide a clue that you are meeting with 
a professional in the field of criminal 
law.

Elizabeth Oldham is currently 
employed as the Assistant District 
Attorney for Grand, Routt, and Moffat 
Counties.  This November she is running 
for election as the Republican candidate 
for head District Attorney of the 14th 
Judicial District 

Elizabeth’s history as an attorney 
is worth considering in her bid for this 
office.  

The daughter of an itinerant military 
family, in which her father was a 
chaplain for the US Army, Elizabeth 
obtained her undergraduate degree from 
the University of Colorado at Boulder.  
She went on to get her law degree from 
the University of Denver.  

Elizabeth got married to Kirk 
Oldham after graduating law school, and 
after spending her first three years as a 
lawyer at a private law firm dealing with 
civil cases, Elizabeth took a job with the 
Grand County DA’s office.  This career 
move was motivated in part by a college 
internship she participated in with the 
Denver DA’s office while at DU.  

In 2001, Elizabeth became a deputy 
district attorney in Grand County 
under the direct supervision of then 
14th Judicial District Attorney, Paul 
McLimons.   

At some point during her first two 
years in Grand County, Elizabeth 
became involved in an extramarital 

affair with her boss.  The exact details 
of this affair are open for speculation, 
but at some point, Paul McLimons’ wife 
(then county clerk for Grand County) 
became aware of the trist and blew 
the whistle on it by parading through 
the Hot Sulphur Springs Court House 
telling everyone she knew about it.

Although details on the length and 
extent of the actual affair are uncertain, 
what is clear is the fallout that occurred 
after the affair became common insider 
knowledge within the law community.

A sexual affair between a superior 
and a subordinate is a violation of the 
internal ethical code of the DA’s office. 
In this case, Paul McLimons - head 
District Attorney - abused his power 
and authority by seducing his fresh little 
blonde assistant even though she was 
married.  In turn, Elizabeth demonstrated 
a weakness of character and a willingness 
to ignore the established moral code 
by accepting his advances.  Instead of 
reporting this inappropriate behavior, 
she went along with it, perhaps even 
enthusiastically embracing it.  As 
a result of this violation, Elizabeth 
agreed to cease working for the Grand 
County DA’s office and began working 
for the Summit County DA’s office in 
2003.  For the next four years, Elizabeth 
continued her trade as a prosecutor in 
Summit County.  

In 2006, Paul McLimons retired from 
his new position as 14th Judicial District 
Judge, leaving open the possibility for 
Elizabeth to return to the  Grand County 
District Attorney’s office.  In 2007 
Elizabeth resumed working there as a 
deputy prosecutor. 

Over the course of her four years in 
Summit County Elizabeth managed to 
salvage and repair her marriage.  She 
now reports that her relationship with her 
husband, Kirk Oldham - DOW district 
wildlife manager for Grand County - is 
healthy and strong.  Paul McLimons, 

however, did not fair so well, as his 
marriage fell apart shortly after his 
wife found out about his infidelity with 
Elizabeth.

Affairs between married people are 
nothing new.  Young attractive women 
falling for the charms of powerful older 
men are nothing new.  

What makes this story important 
is the magnitude of the political office 
for which Elizabeth is running, and 
the question mark that her affair casts 
over her ability to make good decisions.  
What Elizabeth has done is not 
unforgivable, but it does raise doubts 
about her qualifications to manage the 
tremendous moral responsibility of the 
District Attorney’s office.  

Politicians are always getting caught 
with their pants (or panties) down, and 
the argument for why they shouldn’t be 
in power is usually the same.  Do we 
want a person who is willing to lie to 
and hurt her own spouse to have the 
power to tell us what to do?  If she is 
willing to tragically violate her closest 
loved ones, can we ever trust her not 
to violate us?  Elizabeth acknowledges 
that her affair with Paul McLimons 
was the biggest mistake of her life, but 
are we willing to take the chance that 
this legal cutie has the moral rectitude 
necessary to manage the personnel 
and  money of the DA’s office, and also 
command the respect of the extensive 
law enforcement community that she 
must lead in order to effectively fight 
crime and ensure justice across all of 
northwest Colorado?
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(Elizabeth Oldham is the Republican 
candidate for District Attorney this elec-
tion.  Along with sleeping with her boss, 
she has been trained in the philosophy 
and tactics that have made the current 
administration a lighting rod for contro-
versy and a source of public criticism for 
over 20 years.)



The Moral 
Authority

Whether or not you have ever heard of Elizabeth Oldham or Tammy 
Stewart, you should care about this election.  Even if you have had no 
direct experience with the District Attorney’s Office, the winner of this 
race will have a larger and more immediate impact on your life than 
either Barack Obama or John McCain.  

The District Attorney is the top law enforcement official in the com-
munity.  This person is responsible for deciding how the community 
will prosecute crime and how it will prioritize the crimes on which the 
most time, money, and energy will be spent. By making these decisions, 
the District Attorney establishes the policies that the local Police and 
Sheriff’s Departments will pursue.  This is important to you because 
over the next four years, every person in the 14th Judicial District will 
know someone, or be directly involved themselves, in a crime.  Whether 
it is you, a coworker, a friend, a family member, a child or a neighbor, 
someone you know will be either a victim or a perpetrator in a crime 
prosecuted by the District Attorney’s Office.  This crime may be petty 
or severe, but how it is handled will directly affect you and the people 
around you.

The District Attorney’s Office has limited resources, therefor they 
must prioritize and choose the types of crimes to which they want to 
commit their limited resources. In turn, law enforcement officers will 
then pursue the types of crimes they know the DA will prosecute. At the 
end of this chain, the citizens of a community will choose to behave in 
ways that will avoid punishment from the police and the DA’s office. In 
this way, the DA’s office has the power to control the way an entire com-
munity behaves and interacts. This is a serious responsibility. By choos-
ing which behaviors people can engage in and which ones they cannot 
makes the DA’s office The Moral Authority in a secular society. 

For the past 24 years, the District Attorney’s Office of Routt, Moffat, 
and Grand Counties has been run by people that are not qualified to be 
our Moral Authority any longer.  This administration has run its course 
and it is now time for a new person with a better philosophy and fresh 
energy to take over.  Tammy Stewart represents the positive change that 
our community desperately needs.
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Elizabeth Oldham, Kerry St. James, Bonnie Roesink - One in the Same?
“I am not Kerry St. James,” Eliza-

beth has stated.  This may well be so, 
but can we take that chance?  

The 14th Judicial District has en-
dured 24 years of the same administra-
tion, beginning with Paul McLimons 
– the man who later became Elizabeth’s 
lover.  The policies and philosophies 
that have been propagated and handed 
down over the years have resulted in 
widespread problems with the DA’s 
office and widespread dissatisfaction 
among the public.  

Bonnie Roesink was appointed as 
the head District Attorney after Paul 
McLimons became a judge, and she 
faced two separate recall petitions dur-
ing her six year tenure as DA.  Only one 
DA in the history of Colorado has ever 
been recalled, yet complaints over inept 
case handling and overzealous prosecu-
tion tactics led to two consecutive at-
tempts to get her removed from office in 
2007.  These petitions were supported 
by many private practice lawyers in the 
community, prompting ten lawyers to 
go so far as to sign and circulate a public 
letter about Roesink’s leadership, citing 
“autocratic mismanagement” and high 

employee turnover that “has wasted tax-
payer money and valuable court time, 
and has led to unnecessary delays and 
injustice.”  However, difficulty ob-
taining signatures due to the large 
size of the 14th Judicial District, 
caused both petitions to fall short 
of their goal.  Mrs. Roesink served 
out the remainder of her term, but 
realizing that her chances of being 

reelected were slim, she chose not to 
run in 2008.

Though Bonnie Roesink has faced 
strong public disapproval, no member of 
the District Attorney’s Office has been 
more controversial than Routt County’s 

former Assistant District Attorney, Ker-
ry St. James.  For over twenty years, Mr. 
St. James made a name for himself as a 

mean-spirited and vindictive pros-
ecutor that would mercilessly throw 
the book at people, especially children.  
After victimizing enough people to earn 
himself the distinction of being “the 
most hated man in Steamboat,” Kerry’s 
law career was effectively derailed by 
his inability to move up the ranks and 

become a judge or run for head District 
Attorney himself.  He now works for the 
Steamboat Springs Fire Department and 
works part time for the DA’s office.  

If elected, Elizabeth Oldham says 
that “Kerry St. James will not be an em-
ployee of the DA’s office,” however she 
words this statement in such a way as to 
leave the door open for Mr. St. James 
to continue working for the DA’s office 
as a consultant and special prosecutor.  
Tammy Stewart has publicly stated that, 
if elected, Kerry St. James will not be 
welcome to continue to work for the 
14th Judicial District in any capacity.  

Elizabeth Oldham has spent almost 
half of her short career as a prosecutor 
under the guidance and influence of Paul 
McLimons, Bonnie Roesink, and Kerry 
St. James.  She has been trained in the 
philosophy and tactics that have made 
the DA’s office a lighting rod for con-
troversy and a source of public unrest 
for many years.  Whether or not Mrs. 
Oldham would continue this tradition 
of inadequate leadership is the risk that 
voters must consider when they decide 
who they will support. 

(A recent picture of Kerry St. James’ 
automobile parked at the Routt County 
courthouse.  The inset shows who Kerry 
intends to vote for on election day.)

Elizabeth is 36 years old and has no 
children.  This is an unremarkable fact on 
its own.  However, when it is considered 
within the larger context of one of the big-
gest problems afflicting the 14th Judicial 
District Attorney’s Office, having no chil-
dren becomes a condition with potentially 
frightening ramifications.

For the past twenty years, the Routt 
County DA’s office has exercised a “no-
tolerance” policy against juvenile behavior.  
Under the direction of Assistant District At-
torney Kerry St. James, hundreds of local 
children have been arrested and prosecuted 
for such crimes as throwing snowballs at 
cars, tipping over port-o-potties, getting in 
ski chases with ski patrol, and playing their 
music too loud at parties.  Now granted, all 
of these behaviors are disruptive to the com-
munity and warrant counter-measures nec-
essary to prevent these activities from being 
rampant.  However, the severity with which 
the DA’s office has combatted such behav-
ior in the past is far out of proportion to the 
crimes committed.  Any juvenile caught in 
Routt County’s legal web can expect lengthy 
probation periods, during which time he/she 
will be required to attend regular meetings 
with diversion/probation officers, perform 
weeks of community service, pay hefty 
fines, attend alcohol classes (even when the 
crime does not involve alcohol), submit to 
regular urine analysis tests, meet with coun-
selors and psychiatrists, and be subjected to 
an unending cycle of warnings, lectures, and 
threats from authority figures along the way.  
And if any of these juveniles get caught do-
ing anything again (which most of them do 

because kids tend to act like kids), then the 
punishments are made exponentially worse, 
often times resulting in jail and prison sen-
tences.  These punishments make no sense 
to people that come from places where such 
sentences are reserved for bad people that 
commit real crimes.  Hundreds of decent 
kids have been needlessly caught up in this 
destructive system.  

Right now in Routt County, over 35% of 
all high school students graduate with crim-
inal records – one of the highest rates in the 
United States.  And many of these children 
have their futures seriously handicapped as 
a result.  Every opportunity in this country 
is effected by a criminal record, including 
choice of college (or going to college at 
all), military service, career path, potential 
spouse, and travel opportunities.  By sys-
tematically criminalizing as many children 
as our district does, we severely limit the 
ability of our youth to realize their full po-
tential and to use that potential to make the 
world around them a better place to live.

There are many reasons why this situ-
ation has come into being, the biggest of 
which is that many of the people in charge 
of handling juvenile crime in our district 
have no children of their own.  They are un-
able to relate to juvenile behavior and they 
have no compassion or empathy for parents 
that are doing their best to raise responsible 
members of our community.  

Former Assistant District Attorney Ker-
ry St. James has played the largest role in 
making Steamboat a scary place to raise a 

The War on Children

(Continued on page 3)
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Elizabeth Oldham proposes to run 
the 14th Judicial District Attorney’s Of-
fice in a hands-on manner.  To do this, 
she plans to commute from her home 
in Grand Lake, Grand County to Craig 
and Steamboat at least once per week, 
as well as to her main office in Hot Sul-
phur Springs three times per week.  

According to Mapquest, Grand Lake 
is 135 miles from Craig, 93 miles from 
Steamboat, and 24 miles from Hot Sul-
phur Springs.  (In fact, Grand Lake is 
33 miles closer to Denver than Craig.)  
Round trip for all these journeys (270 + 
186 + (48 x 3)) adds up to 600 miles of 
driving each week.

600 miles per week for 50 weeks 
equals 30,000 miles per year.  To put 
this in perspective, the Earth’s circum-
ference at the equator is 24,901 miles.  
This means that every 199 work days, 
Elizabeth plans to drive the equivalent 
distance of around planet Earth.  Over 
a four year term, this would add up to 
4.82 trips around the world.  

Another way to put this in perspec-
tive is to add up the amount of time it 

will take to do all this driving.  At an 
average of 60 m.p.h., 30,000 miles can 
be driven in 500 hours.  Over 
4 years this equals 2000 
hours.  The required class 
time for a four year college 
degree is only slightly 
more at 2040 hours.  
And if it snows, 
the drive time 
increases to 
the class time 
needed to get 
a Masters de-
gree.  

Some peo-
ple love driving;  
Elizabeth is obvi-
ously one of them.  

Costs:

Automobiles cost a lot more than 
most people realize to operate.  Every-
one thinks about the price of gas and 
how many miles per gallon they get, but 
there are a lot more expenses involved 

in driving than just fuel.  
According to The American Auto-
mobile Association (AAA), after 

you factor in oil changes, tires, 
regular maintenance and 

repairs, insurance, ve-
hicle depreciation, and 
registration and taxes, 
the true price for oper-

ating an automobile is 
about double 

the cost of 
fuel alone.  

At current 
prices, this aver-

ages about 74 cents 
per mile (assuming 

$4/gallon gas and a 
mid-size car).
If elected, Elizabeth Old-

ham will be provided with a gov-
ernment vehicle.  For her to commute 
to the three DA offices in Craig, Steam-
boat, and Hot Sulphur Springs she will 
spend an average of $22,200 each year 
in automobile costs.  Over a four year 
term, this equals $88,800 of taxpayer-

funded driving.
And then there are the environ-

mental costs associated with this type 
of commute.  By driving this much 
Elizabeth Oldham proposes to person-
ally contribute 23.5 tons of greenhouse 
gasses to the atmosphere every year - 
almost 100 tons total over the course of 
her term.  An extra 200,000 pounds of 
CO2 in the Earth’s atmosphere?  Is this 
necessary?

At almost 250 miles wide, the 14th 
Judicial District is the widest district 
in the State of Colorado, so it makes a 
good deal of sense for the District At-
torney to be located in the middle of the 
district.  Travelling to all of the DA of-
fices in the district is important for good 
management, and if someone is central-
ly located in Steamboat Springs (such 
as Tammy Stewart), it will dramatically 
cut back on the amount of driving in-
volved in performing this task.  This 
will save the taxpayers money, produce 
less pollution, and lead to more effec-
tive management of the DA’s office.

Around the World in 199 Days

family.  Because of Kerry St. James, many parents re-
fer to raising children in Steamboat to “running the 
gauntlet.” And this is because Kerry is one of the least 
family-oriented people in town.  Along with having 
no children of his own, he has engaged in behaviors 
that have caused both of his marriages to fail.  His 
most recent marriage was ruined when he took a mar-
ried subordinate in the DA’s office as his mistress.  
This woman, Landra White, has been the chief Diver-
sion Officer for Routt County for over 15 years.  Even 
though she too has no children, she has been the person 
in charge of managing the punishments handed out to 
Routt County’s youth population.  As the first stop for 
juvenile offenders, Landra has been many children’s 
introduction to the justice system and its policies.  Yet 
because she is not a mother herself, many have found 
her to be cold, unfeeling, and disconnected to the is-
sues that children face in our community.  And many 
have questioned whether she is qualified to handle the 
responsibility of guiding children through the maze of 

confusion and fear that surrounds the juvenile legal 
process.  For almost an entire generation, Kerry St. 
James and Landra White - two kindred spirits aligned 
against the future leaders of our country - have exer-
cised a stranglehold on Routt County’s juvenile justice 
system, and the results have been highly detrimental 
to our community.  

Randall Nelson knows what it’s like to deal with 
the Routt County DA’s office.  In February of 2008, 
Randall - one of the few black students in Steamboat 
- went to trial to defend against felony assault charges 
stemming from a fight he got in at school with a boy 
who repeatedly leveled racial threats against Randall.  
In this fight, Randall landed a haymaker punch and 
broke the wannabe supremacist’s jaw.  Because of the 
injury incurred by the white student, the racially moti-
vated circumstances prompting the fight were ignored 
and the DA’s office charged Randall with second-de-
gree felony assault, punishable by a mandatory one-
year juvenile hall sentence.  

Randall, an impeccably polite young man, under-
stood that it was inappropri-
ate behavior for him to be 
fighting.  He was genuinely 
sorry for the severity of the 
injury he inflicted, and if 
the DA’s office had offered 
a reasonable charge, such 
as disorderly conduct, he 
would have remorsefully 
agreed to a reasonable pun-
ishment.  But because the 
DA’s office was seeking 
felony assault charges in 
a fight where Randall was 
clearly exercising self-de-
fense against a hateful per-
son, he had no choice but 
to take the case to trial.  At 
this trial, the truth of the 
situation came out, and a 

jury acquitted Randall after less than ten minutes of 
deliberations.  

After delivering their verdict to the court, some 
jury members openly expressed their disgust at the 
DA’s office and stated that it should have been the 
white student on trial, and not Randall.  

And even though Randall won his case, his fam-
ily needlessly suffered extreme hardship throughout 
the ordeal.  Along with $40,000 in legal expenses, 
Randall’s mother was forced to take a leave of ab-
sence from her job because of the emotional strain it 
caused.

Elizabeth Oldham is currently 36-years-old.  If 
she is elected District Attorney, it is unlikely that she 
will have the time to start a family during her term 
of office.  After her first term she will be 40 and ap-
proaching the outside age for her to start a family.  We 
do not need another person with suspect relationship 
values and no children in charge of punishing our 
community’s youth.  Too much damage has already 
been done to risk continuing this trend.  

Tammy Stewart has two teenaged children of 
her own.  She loves them deeply and understands 
that when they make mistakes, love and compas-
sion are necessary components of any punishment if 
it is expected to be effective.  Part of Mrs. Stewart’s 
campaign platform is to introduce new programs for 
youth offenders, including Teen Courts, Classroom 
Outreach, and Restorative Justice.  As a mother, Mrs. 
Stewart will hopefully have the parenting skills and 
understanding necessary to structure a legal environ-
ment that corrects juvenile crime without ruining 
children’s futures.

(Update:  Amid speculation and pre-
press controversy about this article, 
Landra has just broken up with long-time 
paramour Kerry St. James and quit the 
Diversion Office after 15 years.)  

(War - continued from page 2)



Sweet Pea Thieves - Where are They Now?

Tammy Stewart declined to com-
ment for this story, citing that she is 
running a “clean” campaign only.  The 
Citizens’ Bulletin considers the truth to 
always be “clean,” even when the truth 
is dirty.  But it is still admirable that 
Mrs. Stewart is willing to adhere to her 
standards, even if it means declining 
to seize on a clear advantage over her 
opponent.  The following information 
about Tammy has been obtained from 
prior conversations with her and from 
her campaign materials.

Tammy Stewart has been an attor-
ney for 19 years, 12 of which have been 
spent as a prosecutor.  She served as a 
deputy district attorney in Routt County 
in 2005 and 2006, but resigned over dif-
ferences she had with the policies and 
administration of the office.   In 2007 
the 14th Judicial Nominating Commit-
tee recommended Mrs. Stewart to the 
governor as one of two potential can-
didates for District Court Judge.  (This 
same committee resoundingly rebuked 
Kerry St. James by declining to nomi-
nate him for a second straight year.)  
Currently, Mrs. Stewart is an assistant 
County Attorney for Moffat County, 
where she specializes in child abuse 
cases and child support enforcement.  
She also operates her own law practice 

in Steamboat Springs, where she lives 
with her husband and two teenaged 
children.  

Tammy Stewart’s platform for Dis-
trict Attorney addresses the problems 
that define the current administration, 
while also being pragmatic and effec-
tive in combatting crime.  She advocates 
the creation of a District Attorney Advi-
sory Board in every county, comprised 
of a wide range of citizens, designed to 
provide the DA’s office  with valuable 
input about the community’s values and 
about specific cases being handled by 
the office.  This board will help repair 
the relationship with the public that 
the current administration has so badly 
damaged.  

Additionally, Mrs. Stewart intends 
to cultivate a stronger relationship with 
law enforcement officers so that they 
have the proper leadership and guidance 
to effectively understand and enforce 
the policies of the District Attorney’s 
office.  This is important in order to 
ensure that the civil and constitutional 
rights of all citizens are protected and 
preserved.  The current administration 
has failed to achieve this type of work-
ing relationship with law enforcement, 
resulting in conflicting messages to of-
ficers about what crimes are to be pur-
sued and in what manner.  Much of the 

current controversy in Oak Creek can 
be traced back to this issue.

Children are high on Mrs. Stewart’s 
priority list.  Along with a solid record of 
prosecuting crimes committed against 
children, Mrs. Stewart also advocates 
Alternative Youth Programs for juvenile 
offenders, designed to prevent the sys-
tematic criminalization of children that 
commit juvenile crimes.  She believes 
that the purpose of juvenile laws is to 
rehabilitate them, not to lock them into 
a never-ending cycle of court appear-
ances, criminal probation and jail time.  
Mrs. Stewart has two teenaged children 
herself, so she understands the difficul-
ties that parents face raising children 
in a rural/resort community.  And she 
understands that when children make 
mistakes, it is not necessary to saddle 
them with disproportionately harsh 
punishments and lengthy criminal 
records.  

Mrs. Stewart has stated that 
domestic violence cases and meth-
amphetamine manufacturing and 
distribution will also be strong fo-
cuses for her administration.  She 
intends to apply more of the DA’s 
resources towards these issues than 
has been in the past.  Her lengthy 
experience as a prosecutor has led 
her to believe that these are priori-

ties that deserve a high level of atten-
tion in our community.

This election is not about party af-
filiations, it is about electing a person 
that will be the most effective leader 
for the 14th Judicial District Attorney’s 
Office.  Tammy Stewart has Elizabeth 
Oldham dominated in every important 
qualification in this race.  She is more 
experienced, she is tougher in court, she 
has more perspective for dealing with 
juvenile crime, and she is a family-ori-
ented mother who can relate to other 
families with children.  

Also, she is not a homewrecker.

More information can be found 
about Tammy Stewart’s platform and 
beliefs at www.betterwayda.com.  
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The most famous criminal case in Steamboat history is symbolic of everything 
that is wrong with the existing DA administration.  In 2006, two men en route to the 
Rainbow Gathering in the North Routt National Forest were arrested for stealing old 
fruit and vegetables from a trash can at the Sweat Pea Market in downtown Steam-
boat Springs.  These young men - with no prior criminal records - were charged with 
felony burglary and threatened with lengthy prison sentences if they did not take 
an unreasonable plea bargain.  Confused and frightened, these men were coerced 
into accepting six-month jail sentences at the Routt County 
Jail.  After the Steamboat Pilot & Today printed a story re-
porting this injustice, public outrage spread like a wildfire 
across the entire world.  The story was featured on CNN, 
The Drudge Report, as well as in newspapers from New 
York to Sydney, and it sparked an Internet petition that was 
signed by people in Mexico, Israel, Canada, Turkey, Swe-
den, Australia, the UK, Portugal, and the Czech Republic.  
The media storm and public outcry became so fierce that a 
special public meeting was held to address the issue.  At this 
meeting Bonnie Roesink and Kerry St. James were forced 
to explain themselves, and shortly thereafter, The Sweet Pea 
Thieves were released from jail after serving only 10 days 
of their 180-day sentence.  After taking full responsibility 
for the turmoil they caused to the community, they thanked 
the people of Steamboat for supporting them and left to pur-
sue their lives.

Fortunately for them, the publicity that led to their early release allowed David 
Siller and Giles Charle to proceed with their lives relatively unblemished.  Recently, 
David and Giles both submitted updates about their whereabouts and activities to 
The Local.  

Giles Charle, featured on the right in the above graphic, spent part of the past 
year in Mexico helping disadvantaged people secure a better life for themselves.  
He is currently riding his bicyle from Seattle, WA to Santa Cruz California playing 
music and raising awareness about social issues that affect our nation.  

David Siller, featured on the left of the graphic, has undertaken an ambitious 
role as the farm educator for Weavers Way, a co-op farm and market in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  Weavers Way uses community volunteers to work alongside accom-
plished farmers to grow organic fruits and vegetables on empty land in urban areas.  
The produce raised is then sold to local restaurants and at local stores and markets.  

One of the more notable projects that David is involved in is a farm plot located 
on the campus of a notoriously rough high school in urban Philidelphia.  David’s 
role is to teach kids about nutrition and organic farming.  After initial resistance 
from the tough inner-city kids, dozens soon embraced the program and over the 

past year, the school’s farm has grown bumper crops of sunflow-
ers, eye-high corn, fennel, cherry tomatoes, and collard greens 
along with roughly 40 other varieties.  “Teaching these kids to 
bring love to a piece of earth that was completely not in use be-
fore, to cultivate it and make a livelihood from it—that’s a pretty 
powerful thing,” says Siller.

David, one of the famous Sweet Pea Thieves, has gone on 
to manage a non-profit teaching program designed to spread the 
virtues of organic living and eating.   Not bad for a person that 
our DA’s office considered to be such a menace to society that 
they felt it necessary to imprison him for six months.  Yet de-
spite his strange experiences here, David still has a fond opinion 
of Steamboat.  His message to Steamboat for this election is 
this: 

“It seems like Steamboat is a peaceful place; the mountains, 
the hot springs, the resorts.... I hope that in the future you can 
elect leaders who will lead you in a peaceful way through the 

world.”  
Luckily for David and Giles, fate spared them the misfortune of an extended 

jail sentence, and allowed them both to continue on their paths in life to spread the 
philosophy of peace and social consciousness. 

This story is a great illustration of the types of people that the 14th Judicial 
District Attorney’s office spends so much time and energy fighting and labelling as 
criminals.  Not all people that make mistakes are evil and need to be locked away.  
Most people that make mistakes are decent people, and if justice is meted out fairly 
to them, they can go on to make a positive difference in the world.  

Tammy Stewart - A Beacon of Hope

(This graphic was created by one of the 
many websites that were instrumental in 
raising global awareness about David Siller’s 
and Giles Charle’s unjust incarceration.  An 
internationally circulated petition fueled by 
media publicity and websites like this one 
ultimately helped secure their early release.)


